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Lost Communities and Post Offices 


Have you ever heard of Asbestos, Draper, , 
Leeds, Gold River or Deskins? These are just 
five of the many of the “lost” communities that 
used to be scattered around Jackson County. 
Most all of these early settlements were 
established with a post office. Some of the 
jcommunities faded away while others had name 
jchanges or merged with neighboring towns. 

Post Offices: 

Asbestos: located on the east fork of Evans! 
| Creek Feb. 13, 1901 to Apr. 31, 1918. It was 
:named for the deposits of fireproofing material, 
which were found nearby. 

|Draper: located on the middle fork of Foots' 
iCreek, named after Silas Draper who also ran a, 
ismall store. He went broke in his store and 
icommitted suicide. Feb. 9, 1882 to Oct. 31, 1912 
Deskins: named for Harvey P.Deskins who: 
owned a sawmill on the upper Rogue River. Later | 
the site became known as Prospect, Jan. 5, 1882 
|to Nov. 9, 1889. 

|Lemont: named after Dr. Robert Lemont Parker! 
}who gathered the mail at his place north east of 
‘Butte Falls, July 18, 1892 to Sept. 14, 1894. 
iEtna: source of the name has not been Officially 
TOWN, however, the second post master had 
two daughters Etta and Edna, perhaps named as; 
:a combination of their names. Etna later became | 
|Shady Cove, Oregon. July 5, 1882 to June 26, 
:1896. 

iLeeds: named for W. H. Leeds, a newspaper '| 
| publisher of Ashland. Located about ten miles up 
jthe Rogue River from Trail between Trail and 
| Prospect. 

|Sham’ s Valley: named for Chief Sam of the: 
|Rogue River Indians. Established as Sahm’s 
‘Valley on March 21, 1873 and changed to Sam's | 
‘Valley that same year. 
iBrownsborough: name taken from Henry R.. 
‘Brown, an early settler. Later changed to, 
_Brownsboro, this was once a bustling town and 
,now is a quiet spot on the road about five miles 
east of Eagle Point. Feb. 13, 1873 to June 25, 
1892 
|Beagle: named for the first post master William | 
|T. Beagle. All that is left of the actual site of: 
iBeagle is just a roof covering a well. During: 
‘World War Il, the entire area was purchased by 


the government and used as a training area. After 
the War, settlers came back and were allowed to 
purchase their land back. Now, the community is 
|well populated all around Beagle. Nov. 11, 1885 
to Apr. 4, 1941. 

| Agate: Located on the old Agate Desert at White | 
City. At one time there was a store and school: 
nearby. The name undoubtedly cames from the: 
many agates that are found in that area. 
Wellen: Wellen was named by Hugo Con der 
Hellen, a German who migrated from Wellen, 
Germany. Located on Antelope Creek about 10 
{miles south of Eagle Point. 

Woodville: named for John Woods, the first 
postmaster. the community was later changed to: 
Rogue River now a thriving town. Feb. 8, 1876 to 
March 11, 1912. 

Thomas Mill: Located in the extreme northern 
portion of the county near Evans Creek. The 
name was changed to Spikenard on March 22, 
1883. Established Nov. 21, 1879 to Oct. 31, 1903; 
Derby named for the first postmaster, Warren H. 
Derby. Located half way between Eagle Point 
and Butte Falls. Jan. 23, 1892 to May 15, 1919. 
Although there was a country store, school and, 
railroad stop, nothing remains of the town.| 
However, one of the old schools can still be seen 
|from the road. 

Eagle Point: a post office was held in the home 
of J. J. Fryer who collected the mail and sent it to 
Jacksonville by horse carrier. Mail was also 
collected at the McDaniel’s flour mill. Eagle Point 
was established in April 25, 1872 and 5} 
continuing to date. 

Uniontown: named by postmaster Theodoric, 
Cameron expressing his views of his stand during 
the Civil War. Located in the Cameron Store on 
ithe Applegate River near the mouth of Little 
iApplegate River. Apr. 21, 1879 to Sept. 14, 1891. 
{Rock Point: named for the geological formation 
inear its location on the Rogue River. Located | 
|about two miles west of Gold Hill. Nov. 17, 1859 
ito Oct. 1a yot 2 

|Gold River: was the name of the Rogue River in 
1854 and was changed back to rogue River in 
'1855. Located on the Rogue River about three | 
imiles west of Evans Creek Apr. 28, 1855 to July 
18, 1859 


Helltown, Oregon 
Summer of 1887 


One deep scar ran six inches 
down his left shoulder and 
extended another four inches 
on his upper arm. 

Straight-Edge was caught 
operating his Hurdy Gurdy 
Hall at Helltown without a 
license and fined $100 and 
scheduled to appear before 
the Jackson County Grand 
Jury. In the meantime, he 
continued to enjoy the drinks, 
music and dancing girls at his 
own establishment. 

Straight-Edge became 
‘smitten’ by one of his own 
dancing beauties and like a 
old Tom cat became jealous 
when any other fellow paid 
her too much attention. The 
Hurdy Gurdy girls were nice 
to all the men, that was their 
job, and the friendlier they 
were, the more money they 
made. 

Charles Keane, a_hard- 
working teamster, also saw 
the charms of Straight-Edge’s 
favorite girl and he let it be 
Known. Keane was a good 
natured man, stocky built, 
and strong. He was a man’s 
man, very likable and had 
many friends among his 
fellow workers. 

When  Straight-Edge saw 
Keane shining up to his 
Hurdy Gurdy girl he became 
enraged, pulled his gun and 
threatened Keane. Keane 
was unarmed and his friends 
quickly took Straight-Edge’s 


businesses on each side of 
the stage road and the men 
were housed in make-shift 
tents or stayed at the Summit 
Hotel. 

The men worked hard in the 
hot August heat putting the 
rails down, then in the 
evening they frequented the 
saloons, gambling joints and 
Hurdy Gurdy dance hall. 

The Hurdy Gurdy girls 
danced and entertained the 
drinking, happy-go-lucky 
workers. A few girls had 
worked the early mining 
camps at Jacksonville, 
Oregon until they were all run 
out of town. Some girls spent 
the night in some worker's 
tent or brought the men to 
their rooms at the Summit 
Hotel. 

Chris Caldwell operated the 
Hurdy Gurdy Hall at Helltown. 
Caldwell, because of his 
unusually tall frame and 
"peculiar figure” was given 
the name “Straight-Edge.” 
Straight-Edge was 6 feet 5 
1/2 inches tall and weighed 
195 pounds. He was fair 
complexed with blue eyes 
and gray hair. Straight-Edge 
was 46-years old, a single 
man who was_ known 
throughout Jackson’ and 
Josephine counties as a evil- 
doer and a desperate man. 
Straight-Edge had multiple 
scars all over his body 
attesting to his troubled life. 


Another of the many “Lost’ 
towns is Helltown, Oregon. 
Like other thriving areas, 
when the gold ran out or the 
jobs ended, the community 
died. This was the fate of 
Helltown..gone and _ barely 
remembered. 


A camp with the name of 
Helltown stands on its own 
reputation, and the name is 
no exaggeration. This Hell 
place had its saloons, beer 
stands, dance halls, gambling 
joints and bawdy houses. 
And some of the customers 
who frequented these places 
were certainly hell-raisers. 
Take old “Straight Edge,” a 
very mean and ornery man. 
He was a coward too and he 


Helltown was a hell-raising 
railroad camp  on_ the 
Siskiyous and was described 
as a place where 
“temperance, intemperance, 
virtue and vice were 
associates in this railroad 
“city” on the southern slope of 
Bailey Hill in the Siskiyou 
Mountains. 

The camp, which was 
located in a long, dry, 
canyon, was home to the 
railroad crew working to finish 
the railroad tunnel for the 
Southern Pacific railroad in 
the final link between 
Portland and San Francisco. 
Helltown had about twenty 
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HELLTOWN, Oregon on the Siskiyous was a Sparsely treed, rocky canyon with rabbit 
bushes and rattles snake infested rocky bluffs. This wild railroad camp had saloons, 
beer stands, eating houses and a large Hurdy Gurdy Dance Hall. Shown in the photos 
is the Summit hotel and some of the girls. 

Photo courtesy Southern Oregon Historical Society # 1599 


fellow workers. 

When Straight-Edge saw 
Keane shining up to his 
Hurdy Gurdy girl he became 
so enraged he pulled his gun 
and threatened Keane. 
Keane was unarmed and his 
friends quickly took Straight- 
Edge’s gun away and sent 
him out the door of his own 
establishment. Straight-Edge 
returned a few minutes later 
with another pistol. He came 
up behind Keane, grabbed 
him around the neck with his 
left hand, stuck his pistol in 
Keane's stomach and fired. 


The shot tore a hole through 
Keane's body, but Keane 
managed to turn around and 
knock Caldwell down before 
he crumbled to the floor 
himself. 

Caldwell scrambled up and 
escaped through the excited 
crowd before they could 
catch him. Caldwell knew 
Keane's friends would lynch 
him on the spot. Caldwell 
rode his horse to the other 
side of the mountain to Cole's 
Stage Station and turned 
himself in to the sheriff. 
Straight-Edge was taken to 
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Jacksonville and put in jail. 

Keane, mortally wounded 
managed to live two days 
before he died. 

An inquest was held upon 
the body of Charles Keane 
with the following verdict: 
“HELLTOWN, SISKIYOU 
MOUNT'N Jackson co., State 
of Oregon. In the matter of 
the inquisition upon the body 
of Charles Keane, deceased, 
before J. S. Eubanks, justice 
of the peace and acting 
coroner: 

“..on the 10th day of 
August, 1887, at Helltown, on 


hur’dy-gur’dy, 1 hdr’di-gtr"ds; 


[-pirs, 1 -diz; 2 -dig, pl] 1. 

stringed instrument whose strings 
are vibrated by a resined wheel 
turned by a crank, and shortened 
at will by keys operated by the 
fingers of the player: now little 
used. Two of the strings are tuned 
in unison and two are tuned a 
fifth apart, to serve as drones. It 
was the prototype of the piano-vio- 
lin, and its simple action perhaps 
served as the-origin of the clavi-- 
chord. 2. [Colloq., Eng. & U. S.1 
Any instrument of a droning sound * 
played by means of a handle, as the 


barrel organ. 3. 


A windlass used 


in hauling trawls in deep-sea fish- 
ing. 4. A wheel driven by means 
of a jet of water that strikes a series 
of buckets on the circumference of 


the wheel. 


.5.] A dances 


5. [W.U 


houseinaminingecamp. h.:gurdy 
housef [Imitative}. 


— hur’dy-gur’dist, 7. 
plays the hurdy-gurdy. 


1920 


adduced, upon our oaths 
each and all of us do say: 
That we find the deceased 
was named Charles Keane, 
was a native of the state of 
Missouri, aged about 32 
years, that he came to his 
death on the 10th day of 
August, 1887, from a gun- 
shot wound inflicted upon him 
by a pistol held into the hand 
of one Chris Caldwell, on the 
night of the 8th day of August, 
1887.” 

Chris Caldwell 


(Straight- 
Edge) was found guilty of 
murder in the second degree 


and sentenced to life in 
prison. The Ashland Tidings 
reported: “It is the general 
Opinion that Caldwell armed 


The Description of Hurdy-Gurdy had more than one 
meaning, but was referred to as dance house girls in 


the mining and railroad camps. 
Funk & Wagnalls Standard Dictionary of the English Language, 


himself and went to the 
hall where the shooting 
occurred with the 
deliberate attempt of 
murdering Keane, and 
that Justice has failed to 
the extent on one degree 
in the verdict.” 
Straight-Edge served 
seven years of his life 
sentence and 


released by order 


Governor Pennoyer in 
1894. 

References: 
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2 hdr’dy-zir’dy, 


One who Hurdy-gurdy Player. 
(After an 18thscen- 


Concord Coach pg. 730 (no 
author mentioned), Murder at 
Helltown by Francis D. 
Haines, Jr. Saddle Bags in 
Siskiyou & The Land of 
Remember both by J. Roy 
Jones, Medford Mail Tribune 
article by Marjorie O'’Harra 
January 20, 1971, titled Buck 
Rock Tunnel. Letter from 
Hazel Pollock, curator, 


Jacksonville Museum to Mrs. 


Hardy. Convict Record, 
Oregon State Penitentiary 
inmate # 1959. 


The museum painting has _ been 
finished. Everything looks great. While 
we were painting, we decided to 
uncover the old school bell on two sides 
so people driving up and down the street 
can see the bell. It has been covered 
since 1978. Now people will realize the 
front part of the museum is an old 
school house. 

During our painting session, we 
discovered the wishing well located in 
our flower garden had two sides where 
the wood had rotted. Board member, 
John Niemeyer, purchased wood, 
measured it, cut it, then rebuilt the two 
sides of the wishing well. Thank you 
John. 

The well gets wet from our sprinkling 
system and will probably need to be 
replaced every few years. 


Barbara Hegne’s book, Wild True Tales, 
Early Settlers of Southern Oregon, 
volume 1, is now on sale. You can 
purchase the book at the following 
locations: 

Gold Hill Historical Society; Talent 
Historical Society; Lake Creek Historical 
Society; Shady Cove Pharmacy; 
Southern Oregon Historical Society; 
Southern Oregon Gift Shop, 
Jacksonville; Rick’s Thriftway Market, 
Eagle Point; Eagle Point Museum and 
Book & More, Shady Cove. It will also 
be available at Bloomsbury at Ashland 
and later at Barnes & Nobel. 

This well-researched book features true 
pioneer stories of the early settlers of 
the Rogue Valley. Barbara is already 
working on Volume II 
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Our hard working board members and friends of the Eagle Point Historical Society, 
placed Beryl Hickson’s tree and memorial plaque in the museum’s flower garden. Left to 
right: Wayne Jackson, Rusty Miller and Skip Geear. Behind the camera is Mary Anne 
Miller. Beryl Hickson was a volunteer and historical society member since 1978. 
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Top photo: The Lonesome Hickory] 
Tree on Highway 62 now has a new 
Official state sign. In the summer of 
1997, the Eagle Point Historical 
Society contacted the Oregon 
Heritage Commission about this 
historic tree. The tree was dedicated in 
May 1997. The John and Mary Louisa 
Black family brought the hickory nuts 
from Missouri when they migrated to 
Oregon in 1860. Two nuts were 
planted and only one grew thus the 
name Lonesome Hickory. The tree is 
located across from mile marker # 18 
among a group of scrub Oaks (across 
from Gary Kaiser’s Surveying). There 
is room off the highway to park 

Photo left: James McCoy of Eagle 
Point won our giant pumpkin guessing 
|contest. He guessed 120 pounds ane 
it weighed 122 1/2. Congratulations | 
James. The pumpkin was courtesy of | 
Beebe Farms in Central Point. | 


Hickory tree photos by John Niemeyer | 


The Eagle Point Historical 
Society regular meetings are 
held the third Monday of each 
month at 7 PM. The public is 


invited. 
Barbara Hegne ans 
Editor, Publisher & curator since zuile sea 
Teens $5.00 
1990. Send letters, comments & Single $7.50 
suggestions to: P. O. Box 201, : 
Eagle Point Or 97524 Husband & Wife $12.50 
Business $10 
Lifetime $250 


We are located in the Historic 
District of Eagle Point, Oregon, 
between the Old Antelope 


Covered Bridge and the Butte 
Creek Mill on North Royal. 
ADMISSION FREE 


Eagle Point Historical Society 
P. O. Box 201 


Eagle Point, Oregon 97524 


Board members 
Walt Helgedalen, President 
Skip Geear, Vice-President 
Lynn Helgedalen, Treasurer 
Kurt Berger, Secretary 
John Niemeyer, Board 
Don Reynolds, Board, Mary 
Anne Miller, Board 
Patty Stansell, Board Alternate 
Dale Diebold, Board Alternate 
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